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AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 1218 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, WF, ZA 

SUBJECT: DISSIDENT SWAPO OFFICIALS TAKEN INTO "PROTECTIVE 
CUSTODY" 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . ZAMBIAN FONMIN SPOKESMAN MAY 4 ANNOUNCED THAT "CERTAIN SWAPO 
INDIVIDUALS HAD BEEN PLACED UNDER PROTECTIVE CUSTODY FOR THEIR OWN 
SAFETY." REPORTING THIS ANNOUNCEMENT, MAY 5 ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL ADDED 
THAT "INFORMED NATIONALIST SOURCES" SAY THOSE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY 
INCLUDE SWAPO SECRETARY FOR INFORMATION ANDREAS SHIPANGA; SECRETARY 
FOR LABOR SOLOMON MISIMA; SAKARIA SHIKOMBA, A RESEARCH OFFICE IN 
SHIPANGA'S INFORMATION DEPARTMENT; SHANGALA SHEELE, A SWAPO YOUTH 
WING LEADER; EMMANUEL ENGOMBE; AND TENANI MARTIN. MAIL ADDS THAT 
GRZ MOVE WAS TAKEN FOLLOWING ROUBLE WITHIN RANK AND FILE OF SWAPO 
AND PRESUMABLY TO ASSURE SAFETY OF THOSE INVOLVED. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. RUMORS HAVE BEEN CURRENT FOR PAST WEEK THAT SHIPANGA AND OTHER 
SWAPO MEMBERS WERE UNDER ARREST OR SOON WOULD BE. SHIPANGA HAS BEEN 
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OF DISSIDENT FACTION WITHIN SWAPO HIGHLY CRITICAL OF LEADERSHIP OF 
SWAPO PRESIDENT SAM NUJOMA AND DESIROUS OF ARRANGING HIS OUSTER. 

THEIR RIVALRY HAS BEEN COMMON KNOWLEDGE FOR SOMETIME. 

SHIPANGA IS SAID TO HAVE HAD STRONG BACKING FROM SWAPO YOUTH MOVE- 
MENT ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO CURRENT INFORMATION ON EXTENT OF SHIP- 
ANGA'S SUPPORT WITHIN SWAPO EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OR WITHIN ITS 
MILITARY ARM. 

3. ZAMBIAN ACTION TO DETAIN SHIPANGA. WHO HAS LONG BEEN ONE OF 
THIS EMBASSY'S PRINCIPAL CONTACTS WITH SWAPO IN LUSAKA, PRE- 
SUMABLY WAS TAKEN TO AVERT POSSIBLE OUTBREAK OF VIOLENCE SIMILAR 
TO THAT WHICH TOOK PLACE AMONG RIVAL FACTIONS OF FORMER ZIMBABWE 
AFRICAN NATIONAL UNION IN ZAMBIA IN LATE 1974/EARLY 1975. MOVE 
FOLLOWS STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT KAUNDA ON APRIL 25 BANNING SWAPO 

AND ZIMBABWE ANC LEADERS FROM MAKING PUBLIC STATEMENTS OR EXCHANGING 
OPEN RECRIMINATIONS ON ZAMBIAN SOIL. 

4. COMMENT: THERE NOW APPEARS TO BE A MAJOR STRUGGLE FOR POWER 
UNDER WAY INSIDE SWAPO, ONE WHICH DEPENDING ON ITS OUTCOME COULD 
INFLUENCE ABILITY OF SWAPO OVER NEAR TO MID TERM TO PURSUE 
SERIOUS MILITARY ACTION AGAINST SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES IN CAPRIVI AND 
NAMIBIA. AS IN CASE OF ZIMBABWE NATIONALIST MOVEMENT, ANY OPEN 
SPLIT AMONG SWAPO LEADERS COULD EASILY LEAD TO INCREASED SINO- 
SOVIET RIVALRY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AS COMPETING SWAPO FACTIONS 

VIE FOR OUTSIDE POLITICAL AND MILITARY SUPPORT. 
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